The pub whe
dogs get table service!

re even the

HAMMERSMITH: Sweeping changes win Chris's hostelry top London title

by Dan I-Inm
danhodgesEninitysouth.ook

A LANDLORD who turned around the forfunes
of a Hammersmith hoslelry has beaten
thousands of rivals to win the venue the title
of the best managed pub in London,

Chis Kemp 15 now in the ranning 1o take the
Detvoial Az @l this year's Grear British Pub
Awards, thanks o his tirebess work  in
transforming The Black Lion.

The 35 year-old who lives m Hammersmith
Grove, siys he risked the wrath of some of the
regulars when he decided o make saveping
chanpes after operators The MWew Pub Cornpiny
dratied him in last May.

“The pub was pretty undoved, s 1 came slong
and put some hove oA said Cheis {|'|-Ir:l|1r'||||liI
right}.

“Al the food was fromen and pre-packaged. |
dom 't thank they made amything, b bad a really bed

repuiation tor Food, aml the service standards
were alwcking.

*Peopde wiaild quewne af the bar for 2 minuges
ta order heir fsod bedfore being given 8 wooden
sl |1 wid jusl lacking evenything o good pub
shgauld hiave.”

Chirig. opened up the venue, in South Black
Lion Lans, by siripping ot ifs four-person
hooths, and scrapped the pub% curry and film
nighis in faveur of less frequent and more unesesl
SVETES, i1|l?':m_'||;g i muini-festval in June,

And fi 15 prood of having built & new ethod
revelving arcand good, freshly prepared food,
well-kepl beer, thle service far tho s who want it
and overall allention to detnil

“All our fish & fresh, our chips are home-made
and the batter s made fresh svery mzming wath
beer fhom O bar™ saikd Chris

“Char chicken is free range ond we don'i deal
with poos gualilty produce

"Even the dogs get table service — wa'll brng
them & borwl of water and a chew stick”

The firals of the |'\-;||_'\. awards, run h}l '|1|'|:'.|-'ir.|:
indusiry magazise The Moming Advertiser, will
be held m a glittering central Londan ceremomy: an
Wodnesday, Seprember &

Inspecion: aod mystery customers vigied The
Black Liom, and the juxlges praiszed it g5 “a shining
examipls of everyibing a good pub should be, with
excellent food amd dimk, a welooming almosphere
and haph stamdands theoughoat ™

Biw he is hoping o take the wp tide, ad o
perauside the pahs aperatars to inees sooie cash n
The Black Lion's riverside garden

"Ihere was a ket of trepidation from the locals at
first,” said Chiis, “but now we g=t 2 lot of repeat
business

“It’s the best it's been in five vears, which is pretty
guodl cansidering the curnent teading chimate”




